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Read the article



The topic is "what's in a name", referring to the host of celebrities and performers that change their names (e.g. Elton John, Koos Kombuis, Chris Chameleon, Marilyn Monroe etc).
 

         Why do you think celebs and performers change their names/use pseudonyms?

In the dawn of the theatre/film, the performers had to appear larger than life, and it was common practice to give them names designed to elevate their status as extraordinary people.  The extraordinary and grand names immediately identified them as something to aspire to, something to lift one – for the duration of a film – out of the hum-drum of daily life and into the realms of drama and excitement.  Traditionally, the performers were instructed by the filmmakers to change their names and often didn’t have much say as the name was chosen for the maximum impact it would have on the target audience.  In recent years, the performers usually have more say in the marketing strategies and are thus allowed to participate in the process of choosing the most appropriate stage name.

         How important is a name in marketing yourself, and why?

We operate within a context of shared meanings and ideas in which a name can immediately identify you as trendy and ‘cool’.  The name by which you promote yourself will therefore tell a story of what you believe in and how you perceive yourself.  If people can connect with the name you use, they will look more closely at you.  In the light of this it is clear that Koos Kombuis markets himself to the Afrikaans market while Zola aims at the African market.  Madonna’s choice of stage name is a clear statement of rebellion and grandeur, an image which is consistent with the material that the pop star produces.

         Is it a successful tool to stand out in a crowd?

It is a lot easier to remember that Elton John or Seal is not the guy down at the corner café, than if his name was John Smith or Sipho Radebe, isn’t it?

         Do you think a new name alters their personalities?

I think that we live up or down to expectations of us, and the meaning of a name is a very important factor in traditional African naming of children, as it was in the previous centuries in European tradition.  If people look twice at you because you have a non-common name, you immediately have their attention.  I am the only Dannerup in South Africa, which helps people to recognise that they have met me/heard of me before.  People often go by their nick names, especially when their first and surnames are common.  This helps them to differentiate from the other people of the same name, allowing them to seem more unique than their given name would.

         Can a name have a psychological effect on you (e.g.. Patience, Ryk Neethling, Madonna, Lucky Dube etc) - thus, does it have some effect of a self-fulfilling prophecy?

It is not a given that your name will influence you, in terms of its actual meaning (e.g. patience, tiny, rich, lucky, etc), but it is clear that we – throughout life – are capable of reinventing ourselves, recreating our public personae, and the name by which we choose to be known can help in influencing others to ‘buy’ our revised story about who we are.
